Figure 4. Barium enema showing air in urinary bladder
open the fistula. The track is then laid open and left to heal by secondary intention. This has no effect on faecal continence as the external sphinc ter remains intact. In higher fistulae, the track can only be opened to the ano-rectal ring. A liga ture is thus passed through the upper track and left for 2 to 3 weeks for scar tissue to form.
Goodsall's Rule is useful if the location of the internal opening is not obvious. " I f the external opening lies anterior to a line drawn transversely through the centre o f the anus, the tract passes radially through a straight line towards the in ternal opening. I f the external opening is p o ste rior to the line, the track curves in a horseshoe m anner to open into the midline p esterio rly".
Gastro-intestinal fistulae are a surgical challenge. The best outcome is obtained by a multi-disciplinary approach between the surgeon and the gastroenterologist with help from the radiologist for diagnosis and the dietician for overall man agement.
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An engraving entitled: "Melbourne
Of greater interest to present members of the Society, is the fact that there appears to be no evidence of an eagle with spread wings (Figure  3 ) surmounting the central gable of what shortly afterwards became the Society's premises at Number 7 Melbourne Place (Figure 4) . The rea son for this is straightforward. It was a feature that did not appear in the original architect's drawing, but was probably added as an embel lishment to enhance the dignity of these proper ties when they were eventually built. It is un likely that the eagle that surmounted the central gable of these premises had any other signifi cance. This union of sculpture and architecture had been suggested by George Smith (1793-1877) in a lecture to the School of Arts in Au gust 1827 (Anon, 1827).
Reference to Gray is particularly instructive in this regard, as he indicates that the Society pur chased Number 7 from its original owners, and that the Society first occupied their New Hall in 1852. According to Gray: "M elbourne Place was a recent City Improvem ent when the Society re m oved th ere" (Gray, 1952, p.205 (Gray, 1952, p. 206) .
The antique mansion referred to here was Robert Gourlay's House that dated from "1569" (Gray, 1952, p.206 Two of the principal features that are evident in this engraving, however, are the gas fittings that illuminate all of George IV Bridge, and the iron railings that are shown along the western bound ary of this thoroughfare. Almost identical rail ings are still seen at intervals along the western side of George IV Bridge. Mr. Thomas Hamil ton had designed both these railings and the gas lamps, and the Committee in due course accepted his proposal. It appears that the subsequent cost of the railings and the gas lamps was £226-15-0. John Paterson of the Edinburgh Foundry made them. In order to prevent the iron railings from rusting, an extra charge of £10 was made by the Foundry so that they could be exposed to oil while they were still hot. It is clear that this treat ment was extremely effective, as these railings still show no evidence of rust.
Reference to the detailed Ordnance Survey Maps of this area is particularly instructive, in that they provide information on the approximate date of construction and first appearance of the principal buildings displayed -if they were built. Confirmation of the relevant dates of many of the buildings seen in this engraving and their ar chitects are available from the various books and other items of reference in the Edinburgh Room of the Public Library on George IV Bridge (see e.g. Anon (undated)).
A cknow ledgem ents I am indebted to Dr. J. Rock for his invaluable advice on the interpretation of the photograph of this etching, and to the staff of the Edinburgh Room, Edinburgh Public Library, George IV Bridge and the Edinburgh City Archives for their assistance.
